Hamilton Street Business and Community Corporation

Minutes of the November 17, 2010 Board Meeting

604 Hamilton Street, Somerset, New Jersey, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Pat Gianotto, Efren Dato,  John Hegedus , Remi Onashile, Bill Stillwell, Nora Catiis, Vito Mistretta, Dayanara Nino, David Park, John Park, Vincent Pecce, Mary Smith, Linda Taylor; Volunteer Legal Adviser: Nick Grippo; Volunteer: Joe Webb
Absent: Marge Alfrey (excused), Jena Nuñez (excused) Emmanuel Fadahunsi, Nick Keheyas, Laura Thornley;  Council Liaisons: Roz Sherman, James Vassanella and Carl Wright
Chairman Gianotto called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. Following self-introductions, the Minutes of the October 20 meeting were approved as presented.

Stillwell distributed copies of the financial statements, noting that results to date are in line with projections and budget. Dato advised that the Fiscal year audit reports and 990’s have been submitted to the Federal, state, county and township agencies and are in full compliance.

Gianotto advised that the Executive Board met last November 9 and discussed the coming 5-year plan which will involve two main goals: 1) Request police help in putting a stop to the problem of loitering, a form or a cause of “business interruption” that needs to be brought to the Police’ s attention. Executive Board will set up a meeting with the Police in this regard and Mary Smith asked to be included in the meeting as a representative of the Chamber of Commerce; 2) Continue with the streetscape and sidewalk improvements; look into the possibility of grant money with matching funds (50/50).  
    (Gianotto invited everyone to join him for a walk, after the meeting, to the Firehouse, to see the progress of the Streetscape project.) 
Dato announced the Nomination of the following to the Board: 

a) Dayanara Nino of PNC to replace Iva Thompson of Real Jamaican Jerk

b) Vincent Pecce to replace David Grier

c) David Park of Nora’s Shopping Center as Alternate Board Member.
As well, the following Class A Board Members are up for reelection for the terms 2011-2015: Pat Gianotto, Emmanuel Fadahunsi;William Stillwell; Jena Nunez.  Reelection will be held at the meeting prior to the December 8 Meet and Greet event.  It was noted that all Board slots are filled; there can be up to 5 alternates.
Gianotto noted that there is no budget for replacing the Flags; Mary Smith suggested the possibility of getting corporate sponsorship and  requested a letter from HSBCC that she can send to the Chamber members to solicit corporate sponsorship of the flags. 

    As part of the streetscape and sidewalk improvements, benches will be replaced and planters will be placed along the street. Problem of overgrown trees (a big concern for Hegedus) will continue to be addressed.

    A letter to all Hamilton Street business and property owners will be sent tomorrow reiterating the need for everyone to be involved with the clean and safe project of HSBCC, and to attend the meetings, inviting them to the District Appreciation/Meet and Greet night on December 8.

Dato advised that the EDIP funds have been received for the previously approved projects and monies paid in advance by the township have been reimbursed. More funds for Streetscape Phase 2 and CDBG that were previously approved are expected to be received in due course. Going forward, however, there are no more funds available for façade and streetscape projects unless HSBCC can find grant money, going forward.  Pilot Streetscape will be completed in 4 weeks.

Gianotto mentioned that overall, the Halloween Mural Arts Display was successful despite some problems with the façade painting.  In the future, instead of directly on the window glass, painting will be made on a piece of removable material that will be displayed on the window when completed.

Mary Smith requested pictures of the window display last Halloween for post-event press release to be sent to the media. 
A similar window display project for the winter is being considered.

Together with Dato, Joe Webb (volunteer, Marketing) and Dayanara Nino (PNC) commented that the Costume Parade for Children was a huge success with lots of prizes distributed to the 162 children who participated.  Another Halloween event in the future that can be considered is having a “Trick or Trunk” wherein treats for children will be distributed on Hamilton Street from trunks of cars. 

Dato announced that the Keynote Speaker for the 6-9 p.m. December 8 “Meet and Greet –District Appreciation Night” at Sophie’s Bistro will be Paul Grzella, the General Manager of Home News Tribune/Courier News.  MetLife created the flyers, copies of which he circulated.  An 11-year old Filipino American singer Champion (World Championship of Performing Arts and Apollo Theatre), Lianah Sta. Ana, will provide free entertainment.                

              HSBCC members and volunteers will be free-of-charge while non-members’ admission will be $15.00 each to partially defray the cost of food.  Bulk of the funding will be provided by MetLife, PNC Bank, H2M Architects and Engineers and Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula. 

Gianotto and Dato advised that The Real Jamaican Jerk will sponsor its Thanksgiving Lunch for the homeless at the Chinese Christian Church and if anyone can volunteer to help, to contact Iva Thompson directly. 

Nick Grippo announced that the Board of Education is holding an “Elvis Night” on December 4.  This is an event to raise 1000 books for every classroom in Franklin schools. 

John Park commented that as part of the new management of the Nora’s Shopping Center, he and his brother, David (who is HSBCC’s direct contact), look forward to working in partnership with HSBCC towards the district’s continued improvement and overall goals.
Gianotto mentioned Vincent Pecce’s previous suggestion to start some kind of a “pooled” delivery service among food establishments in the district to facilitate delivery of food orders to neighboring areas. This will assist in enabling customers from distant areas to patronize Hamilton Street’s food establishments.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
       There will be a brief Board Meeting at 5:30 p.m. at Sophie’s Bistro prior to the December 8 Meet and Greet to reelect Class A Board members for the 2011-2015 term.  

Submitted By:

Nora Q. Catiis, Secretary 
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